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soldier in my army, weren't you ? " " Yes, sir.55 " In
France, weren't you ? " " Yes, sir." " Well, then, can't

you take the first of these miserable young------(General

Currie here used his own private vocabulary) who starts
trouble in the class out on the campus and try to kill
him?" "Yes, sir," said Mr. Smith. Yet within
another month or so the class had Mr. Smith beaten to a
standstill. He had to give up teaching and was out in a
cruel world without resources. I have often wondered
what would have happened if Mr. Smith had murdered a
McGill student on the campus. But no doubt General
Currie was right. The mere intent to murder, the
murderous look was all that was needed. Poor Smith
couldn't command it.

At Uxbridge I didn't have to murder or threaten to
murder any of my pupils. Instinctively I went at class
order in the right way, and when you know how it is
very simple. It is the beginning which counts. Face
the class. Begin talking to them at once. Get to busi-
ness, not with one of them but with all of them. Talk ;
don't mumble. Face them: don't turn your back.
Start work : don't get fumbling about with a class list of
names and a roll call, which you may pronounce correctly
or may not. Leave all that till later. Start work, and
once started they are lost as far as disorder goes. In fact
they won't expect any. Above al!5 don't try to be funny;
feeble teachers attempt a footing of fun as a means of
getting together. The real teacher only descends to fun
when he has established a sufficient height to descend
from.

So there I was with my class, all bright and^ easy with
Pass Matriculation French out of Pass Matriculation
French book rippling merrily around. As I was only
just turned nineteen the senior pupils were nearly as old
as, I was, one or two perhaps quite as old, and one at least
a good deal older. He was preparing for the ministry;
and with my help he ultimately got there. The others
in the senior class were preparing for Pass Matriculation